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National Presidentôs Message ï September 22, 2023 

 

The past year has been very busy from my vantage point.  The untimely 

passing of Paul Greensides, our National Secretary-Treasurer-Membership 

Chair threw our Association into disarray for a considerable period of time, 

further compounded by our regalia supplier (Denis Ringuette, formerly Joe 

Drouin) going out of business.  Pending the finding of volunteers to fill these 

vacancies, all of the duties fell to me since I was the only member of the 

existing Board of Directors living in Ottawa-Gatineau.  I was quickly 

overwhelmed by the workload and my residence clogged with filing cabinets of hard copy files, 

several computer hard drives loaded with information and boxes of UN kit. 

Finding volunteers was difficult, requiring months of searching and pleading, but three 

gallant members have come forward to fill the Secretary, Treasurer and Membership Chair 

positions.  Going forward I would ask that you engage these individuals first with your questions 

on current CAVUNP business, rather than me.  These dedicated souls are: 

National Secretary Ron Graves          ronagraves@gmail.com  in North Augusta ON 

National Treasurer Gaétan Martel      gaetan134@outlook.com  in St. Jean-sur-Richelieu QC 

Membership Chair Gary Littlewood   garylittlewood09@gmail.com  in Coleman AB 

Still missing is someone to hold our stock of CAVUNP items and sell it as required.  It 

doesnôt take much space and Marlene Schmidle, Joe Drouinôs widow, is willing to continue to 

use her contacts to re-order supplies as we run low but cannot store or individually sell items ï 

that would be the responsibility of our new Kit Shop Manager.  Please thoughtfully consider 

whether you could support CAVUNP in this role and let me know. 

mailto:ronagraves@gmail.com
mailto:gaetan134@outlook.com
about:blank


Changing topics, events marking the 75th continuous year of Canadian Peacekeeping 

service has had mixed results.  I had formally requested the issue of a commemorative postage 

stamp from Canada Post and a commemorative circulation coin from the Royal Canadian Mint, 

but neither request ever received a response despite follow-up efforts.  I had also requested that 

the Federal Government declare 2023 the Year of the Peacekeeping Veteran, similar to 2005 

being the Year of the Veteran and 2013 being the Year of the Korean War Veteran.  An event 

in Parliament was planned for early February and Peacekeeping Veterans selected to attend it, 

but it was cancelled at the last moment. 

In contrast, Peacekeepersô Day was well marked by Peacekeeping Veterans. CPVA held 

a ceremony in Victoria on August 9th, which was attended by the new Minister of Veterans 

Affairs, the Hon. Ginette Petitpas Taylor, and she was also present at the CAVUNP-organized 

national ceremony in Ottawa on August 13th.  In addition, MGen (Retd) Lew MacKenzie and I 

were among the guests at the Gerry Tremblay, CD, Central Ontario Chapter observance in 

Angus on August 9th. 

Looking ahead, 2024 will be another important milestone for Canadian Peacekeepers:  

the 50th anniversary of the downing of UN Flight 51 and the greatest single Canadian 

Peacekeeping service loss of life.  I will take another run at Canada Post, the Royal Canadian 

Mint, and His Majestyôs Government, aiming to get better results this time around. 

It will also be time for our Biennial General Meeting ï an essential activity if we are to 

remain a not-for-profit business enterprise.  Unfortunately, no Chapter has yet taken on this 

activity and time is marching on.  I am hoping for a blended Zoom/in-person meeting next year, 

to ease the financial burden on those at too great a distance for economical travel, yet preserving 

the important social occasions associated with the event and the strengthening of existing 

friendships.  Again, if your Chapter could undertake to host this occasion, I would be most 

grateful. 

In closing, I want to tell you that CAVUNP is highly respected by both Government and 

other Veterans organizations, as witnessed by the number of invitations to commemorations and 

requests for our opinions and advice on Veterans matters.  Certainly, our UN Blue blazers do 

stand out in a crowd on all occasions, and I encourage you to wear our regalia on all appropriate 

occasions. 

Until the next issue, I wish all of you a pleasant autumn, a mild winter, and a happy festive 

season! 

In the service of peace, 

Wayne Mac Culloch, CD 

National President 



 

Message du président national 

Lôann®e ®coul®e a ®t® tr¯s charg®e de mon point de vue. Le décès prématuré 

de Paul Greensides, notre secrétaire-trésorier national et président des 

adhésions, a plongé notre association dans le désarroi pendant une période 

considérable, aggravée par la faillite de notre fournisseur d'insignes (Denis 

Ringuette, anciennement Joe Drouin). En attendant de trouver des bénévoles 

pour combler ces postes vacants, toutes les fonctions m'incombaient puisque 

j'étais le seul membre du conseil d'administration existant résidant à Ottawa-

Gatineau. J'ai rapidement été submergé par la charge de travail et ma résidence 

était encombrée de classeurs remplis de dossiers papier, de plusieurs disques durs d'ordinateur 

chargés d'informations et de boîtes de matériel de l'ONU. 

Trouver des bénévoles a été difficile, nécessitant des mois de recherche et de plaidoyer, 

mais trois vaillants membres se sont présentés pour occuper les postes de secrétaire, de 

tr®sorier et de pr®sident des adh®sions. ê lôavenir, je vous demanderais dôabord de poser des 

questions ¨ ces personnes sur les activit®s actuelles de lôACVFPNU, plut¹t quô¨ moi. Ces 

âmes dévouées sont: 

Secrétaire national Ron Graves        ronagraves@gmail.com   à North Augusta ON 

Trésorier national  Gaétan Martel    gaetan134@outlook.com  à St. Jean-sur-Richelieu QC 

Président des adhésions Gary Littlewood garylittlewood09@gmail.com  à Coleman AB 

Il manque toujours quelqu'un pour conserver notre stock d'articles du CAVUNP et le 

vendre au besoin. Cela ne prend pas beaucoup de place et Marlene Schmidle, la veuve de Joe 

Drouin, est prête à continuer à utiliser ses contacts pour commander à nouveau des fournitures 

alors que nous manquons de fournitures, mais ne peut pas stocker ou vendre individuellement 

des articles ï ce serait la responsabilité de notre nouvelle Directrice de boutique de matériel. 

Veuillez réfléchir attentivement si vous pourriez soutenir l'ACVFPNU dans ce rôle et faites-le-

moi savoir.  

Les sujets changeant, les événements marquant la 75e année continue de service canadien 

de maintien de la paix ont eu des résultats mitigés. J'avais officiellement demandé l'émission 

d'un timbre-poste commémoratif à Postes Canada et d'une pièce de circulation commémorative 

à la Monnaie royale canadienne, mais aucune de ces demandes n'a jamais reçu de réponse 

malgré les efforts de suivi. J'avais également demandé que le gouvernement fédéral déclare 

2023 Année des anciens combattants du maintien de la paix, à l'image de 2005, Année des 

anciens combattants, et 2013, Année des anciens combattants de la guerre de Corée. Un 
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événement au Parlement était prévu début février et des vétérans du maintien de la paix ont été 

sélectionnés pour y assister, mais il a été annulé au dernier moment.  

En revanche, la Journée des Casques bleus a été bien marquée par les anciens combattants 

du maintien de la paix. Le CPVA a tenu une cérémonie à Victoria le 9 août, à laquelle a assisté 

le nouveau ministre des Anciens Combattants, l'hon. Ginette Petitpas Taylor, et elle était 

également présente à la cérémonie nationale organisée par l'ACVFPNU à Ottawa le 13 août. De 

plus, le Mgén (à la retraite) Lew MacKenzie et moi étions parmi les invités à la célébration de 

la section Gerry Tremblay, CD, Centre de l'Ontario, ¨ Angus le 9 ao¾t. Pour lôavenir, 2024 sera 

une autre étape importante pour les Casques bleus canadiens: le 50e anniversaire de la 

destruction du vol 51 de lôONU et la plus grande perte de vies humaines au sein dôun service 

canadien de maintien de la paix. Je ferai une autre tentative auprès de Postes Canada, de la 

Monnaie royale canadienne et du gouvernement de Sa Majesté, dans le but dôobtenir de 

meilleurs résultats cette fois-ci.  

Ce sera également le moment de notre assemblée générale biennale ï une activité 

essentielle si nous voulons demeurer une entreprise commerciale à but non lucratif. 

Malheureusement, aucun Chapitre n'a encore entrepris cette activité et le temps passe. J'espère 

organiser une réunion mixte Zoom/en personne l'année prochaine, afin d'alléger le fardeau 

financier de ceux qui se trouvent trop loin pour voyager économiquement, tout en préservant 

les occasions sociales importantes associées à l'événement et en renforçant les amitiés 

existantes. Encore une fois, si votre chapitre pouvait entreprendre d'accueillir cette occasion, je 

lui en serais très reconnaissant.  

En terminant, je tiens à vous dire que le CAVUNP est hautement respecté tant par le 

gouvernement que par d'autres organisations de Vétérans, comme en témoigne le nombre 

d'invitations à des commémorations et de demandes d'opinions et de conseils sur les questions 

liées aux Vétérans. Il est certain que nos blazers ONU bleue se démarquent dans la foule en 

toutes occasions, et je vous encourage à porter nos insignes à toutes les occasions appropriées.  

En attendant le prochain numéro, je vous souhaite à tous un agréable automne, un hiver 

doux et de joyeuses fêtes de fin d'année !  

 

Au service de la paix,  

Wayne Mac Culloch, CD  

Président national 

 

 



                                                                         

International Peacekeepersô Day by Richard Lawrence 

 

It gets confusing when you have two events celebrating what appears to be the same thing. This 

is how it was for me as International Peacekeepersô Day was celebrated by a remembrance 

ceremony at the National War Memorial (NWM) on the 29th of May 2023, and Iôm used to the 

Peacekeepersô Day Remembrance Ceremony held at the Reconciliation Monument on or near 

the 9th of August every year. Itôs also confusing when you see the same faces at each, both 

police and military veterans. Now I know the difference is in the names which define the scope 

of the event. The first is INTERNATIONAL Day of UN Peacekeepers and is held on May 29th. 

The second is the NATIONAL Peacekeepersô Day and is on August 9th and is specific to 

Canada and organized by the CAVUNP. 

So, with that in mind, this 20th anniversary of International Peacekeepersô Day was recently 

celebrated remembering all of the UN Peacekeepers from around the world that have lost their 

lives in the line of duty as well as the 75th anniversary of international peacekeeping. 

It was a beautiful day at the NWM with a contingent of ex-military and a contingent of police 

peacekeeping veterans on parade. The Indigenous community was well represented as Aurel 

Dubé welcomed the guests to the unceded land, both the CAF and the RCMP had their Eagle 



Staffs in places of honour, and Wendy Jocko, former Chief, helped with the Act of 

Remembrance. There were many guests of distinction including various Defence Attachés and 

Senator (RAdm retôd) Rebecca Patterson and the primary speaker for the ceremony was the 

Minister of Veteran Affairs, Lawrence MacAulay. 

 
International Peacekeepersô Day Remembrance Ceremony 

All went well with only three wreaths being laid, so it was a relatively quick ceremony, 

although non-the-less important in remembering over 125,000 Canadians that have 

participated in UN Peacekeeping and those that have lost their lives, both military and police. 

 

 



Our new Mini ster of Veterans Affairs,  
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Minister of  Veterans Affairs and Associate Minister of National Defence 

Represents the riding of Moncton-Riverview-Dieppe 

The Honourable Ginette Petitpas Taylor was first elected as the 
Member of Parliament for Moncton ɁRiverviewɁDieppe in 2015. 
She has previously served as Minister of Official Languages and 
Minister responsible for the Atlantic Canada Opportunities Agency, 
as Minister of Health, and as Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister of Finance. 

Minister Petitpas Taylor has worked with all orders of government, 
and focused on local infrastructure development, senior services, and investments in jobs 
and the local economy. As CanadaɅs Minister of Health, she also worked on behalf of all 
Canadians in many challenging areas of public health, including combatting the opioid 
crisis, creating a science-based CanadaɅs Food Guide, and overseeing the legalization of 
cannabis. 

Before entering politics, Minister Petitpas Taylor worked for the Canadian Mental Health 
Association in Saint John and had a 23-year career as a social worker and Victims Services 
Coordinator for the Codiac Regional Royal Canadian Mounted Police. During that time, she 
provided crisis counselling, domestic violence intervention, and domestic violence risk 
assessment to victims of crime. She also served on the City of MonctonɅs Public Safety 
Advisory Committee, which was commissioned by Moncton City Council in 1996 to 
proactively influence the community through crime prevention promotion and to help 
Council respond to problematic issues as they arise. 

Minister Petitpas Taylor has spent her entire life advocating for a fair and  just society for all. 
She has been the Chair of the New Brunswick Advisory Council on the Status of Women and 
a member of the Coalition for Pay Equity. She has volunteered with several community 
organizations, both provincially and locally, including the Coalition Against Abuse in 
Relationships and the Canadian Mental Health AssociationɅs local Suicide Prevention 
Committee in Moncton. 

Minister Petitpas Taylor grew up in Dieppe, New Brunswick, as the youngest of nine 
children, and graduated from the Univers ité de Moncton with a BachelorɅs degree in social 
work. 
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CHAPTER SUBMISSIONS 

 
From the HQé 

 
How time flies!!! It has been a year since Elizabeth II, queen of the United Kingdom and the 

other Commonwealth realms, died on 8 September 2022 at Balmoral Castle, at the age of 96. 

Elizabeth's reign was the longest of any British monarch. She was succeeded by her eldest 

son, Charles III, now our King. Below is a picture of the Trooping of the Colour on 

Parliament Hill. On the picture, I was in the Canadian Grenadiers Guards out of Montreal. 

(Right marker - because I was the tallest at the time !!!)  Here is a picture of Syd Burrows, 

Flight Lieutenant, dated 29 June1959 of Escorting Queen Eliabeth II , Through Royal Guard of 

Honour, Ottawa, Uplands Airport. 

 
Ron Griffis 

Chair ï Board of Directors 

 

From the Web manageré 
 

Please support our Ottawa events photographer, Richard Lawrence Photography, by visiting his 

website below: richardlwarencephotography.ca. Richard has been providing photography 

services for the CAVUNP Ottawa Chapter for many years. Richard has also agreed to post his 

comments for the last two major events that occurred in Ottawa during 2023, the International 

Peacekeeperôs Day and the CAVUNP Ottawa Chapter for their Peacekeepersô Day. On behalf 

of the Ottawa Chapter and the CAVUNP Association, thank you so much for providing these 

memorable mementos for our Veterans. 

 

Sylvain 

Webmaster 



Gerry Tremblay CD Central Ontario Chapter  

 

 
 

This yearôs annual parade/ceremony at Peacekeepersô Park in Angus on Thursday, August 9, 

2023, marked the 75th Anniversary of the United Nations Peacekeeping efforts around the 

world. Preparation for this event started last June when I invited retired Maj Gen Lewis 

MacKenzie to attend as our reviewing officer which he accepted. Our very own Don Ward, put 

together a beautiful poster advertising this special event. As well he prepared some incredible 

table tops and place mats. 

 

 
 



 

 
 

Gen Mackenzie escorted by Bob George inspecting the troops on parade 

 

The event started with a breakfast at 0730 hrs at the Angus Stack House Restaurant just outside 

base Borden. That was followed by a flag raising ceremony with Gen Mackenzie and the Base 

Commander. 

 

I spoke with the Commander 16 Wing, at CFB Borden and requested a fly -by for the ceremony. 

I could not believe the paperwork involved for this request. Fortunately for us, it was approved, 

and a fly-by took place over the park. A total of three fly -past with a C130 Hercules, it was the 

highlight of the ceremony. 

 

 

   
 

Commander 16 Wing Col Coté and                                C130 Hercules 

honorary Col Renee van Kessel 

 



We had several dignitaries at the ceremony. They included Base Commander, 4 Silver Cross 

Mothers, Wayne MacCulloch, National  President CAVUNP, several Honorary Colonels, the 

Veteran Ombudsman, Members of Federal and Provincial Governments as well as several local 

Mayors. 

 

 
 

 Above, Base Commander Col Michaud and BCWO CPO1 Wilcox laying a wreath on behalf 

of Canadian Armed Forces escorted by Herman Van Rossum 

 

 
 

Commander 16 Wing, Col Doré, Hon Col 16 Wing, Renee van Kessel, MPP Doug Downey, 

Veteran Ombudsman Nishika Jardine, and MP John Brassard 

 

 

 



A special presentation was made to one of our members Bob Allen who served in Cyprus in 72-

73. He was presented with the CPSM which was pinned on him by Gen MacKenzie. This was 

a total surprise to him. 

 

   

 

 

   
General Mackenzie pinning the medal on Bob Allen and writer looking on. 

 

 

 
 

A total of 28 wreath were laid. Above is a photograph of Bob George escorting Mrs. Colette 

Tremblay laying a wreath on behalf of the chapter. Mrs. Tremblay is the widow of Gerry 

Tremblay who we named the chapter after. The ceremony culminated with several speeches.  

 


