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OTTAWA CHAPTER 
 

Pandemic Report from the Col John Gardam (Ottawa) Chapter 
 

Before the pandemic feels like a very long time ago, in a different world! Our February 2020 meeting 
was held with all the usual problems of wondering whether it might be snowing, would the streets be cleared to 
permit parking, and would members be able to get out and come to the meetings. Of course, by then we had 
realized that many did not like to drive in the dark, so meetings were more convenient during the day.    

Little did we know then how radically and quickly things would change. Within days we were in the 
Covid 19 pandemic and told to stay home. So we all went to ground like good soldiers and only ventured out for 
a quick rations run, if we couldn’t get them delivered. Our March monthly meeting had to be cancelled but it 
soon became apparent that this pandemic, with the restrictions imposed to contain it, was not going to be a 
short-lived problem, so monthly meetings for April, May and then June were also cancelled. 

However, by then many of us had become accustomed to meeting by Zoom and we decided to try that 
means for a chapter meeting in July. We knew that this might be problematic for some members because 
computers can be a bit of a challenge for many of us and some members only have land lines. But we sent out 
the invitation and were surprised how many were able to meet by Zoom, even if only by phone. Our first 
meeting was bit of a trial run, learning how to join meetings and how to manage microphones and videos and 
we enjoyed seeing everyone again and sharing our pandemic experiences.  

The chapter executive, hoping that by the summer the pandemic would have abated sufficiently for us to 
hold the annual Peacekeepers’ Day commemoration at the Peacekeeping Monument (Reconciliation) had begun 
planning for an event on Sunday August 9th, 2020.  

(see Report on Peacekeepers’ Day in Ottawa) 
Our September meeting was again by Zoom and attendance was growing, with more members joining 

by Zoom than we had had previously for some in-person meetings. But there are still those unable to join by 
Zoom, and with the pandemic seemingly continuing indefinitely we were all getting tired of the isolation and 
not being able to get together.  With almost all our members within the category deemed most vulnerable during 
this pandemic and all enduring the consequent isolation it was felt that even if we couldn't get together we could 
do more to keep in touch my email and phone. Telephone is the preferred means especially for those without 
any computers and the president, the chaplain and several others undertook to contact the members, especially 



those with health concerns. During the pandemic a number of our members died, at least one whose death was 
Covid related, and we appreciated all the more the need to do more to keep in touch with members and their 
families. This is probably something that we should do even when there isn't a pandemic. 

Most Remembrance Day events were cancelled or seriously downsized in 2020 but a number of our 
members were able to show the Blue Beret at Remembrance observances at some Legion and community 
events. Sadly, for the first time we were unable to get together for our popular annual Christmas dinner in a 
local restaurant.  

With no regular meetings being held, CAVUNP long service pins had not been awarded since June 
2019, so the remaining 2019 pins and some for 2020 were mailed to the deserving recipients with a certificate 
and an accompanying letter.  

As the anniversary of the pandemic passed with no end in sight, we continued to meet monthly by 
Zoom. We had also begun preparing for Peacekeepers’ Day 2021, on Sunday August 8th.(seeReport on 
Peacekeepers’ Day in Ottawa) 

In July it had been decided that we would persist with our optimistic attitude and have a real meeting in 
September! Of course, there was the added inducement that the Legion (Branch 632) in Orleans was serving a 
very popular full breakfast.  Accordingly, on Saturday the 18th of September 2021 we had our first in-person 
chapter meeting in a year and a half, with sixteen members in attendance, including several new ones. Not 
surprisingly, the success of that meeting was followed by another such on the 16th of October, of course still 
observing the requisite pandemic protocols. At that meeting new members pins were awarded as well as seven 
long service pins, including a 30 year pin to our webmaster, Sylvain Bouliane. For such an auspicious occasion 
all members were asked to wear their CAVUNP blazers for our group photo in a very long time. (See below) 

Looking ahead, Remembrance events for 2021 apparently will still be restricted by pandemic 
considerations, as they were last year. Also, we’re not planning to have our Christmas dinner in December, but 
we are continuing to meet and looking forward to more normal activities in 2022 and at this point we’re all 
feeling like survivors! 

 



The Honourable 
Lawrence MacAuley, Minister of 
Veterans Affairs bestowed the 
Minister of Veterans Affairs 
Commendation on CAVUNP 
Honourary Member Suzanne 
Sarault on 9 November 2021 in 
recognition of her many years of 
stalwart support to Veterans, and 
to CAVUNP, as the regular 
Master of Ceremonies at the 
annual National Peacekeepers’ 
Day ceremony in Ottawa, and the 
RCMP Veterans Association for 
similar duties at RCMP 
functions.  Suzanne was surprised 
and delighted by the award. 
 

 

 

Capturing Our History 

Next year, Canadians will celebrate 75 continuous years of participation in United Nations 
Peacekeeping missions.  Commemorative events are being planned across our nation to mark 
this signal milestone, but sadly, many of our earliest Veterans are no longer with us and we are 
losing these lived experiences at an ever-increasing rate.  How will we keep alive these 
remarkable stories of our early history? 

The Colonel John Gardam Chapter (Ottawa) has developed a program that may be of use to 
other Chapters.  At every regular monthly meeting since the start of the year, a Chapter member 
provides a presentation on his or her personal experiences, lasting from 20 to 40 minutes.  
While this instantly became a hit with the Chapter membership, a further bonus was the interest 
of a local professional cameraman, who has recorded and polished the video to commercial 
standards.  In addition to posting the finished product on the Chapter’s Web site 
(https://www.cavunp-ottawa.ca/ ), Veterans Affairs Canada has been granted permission to use 
the edited material on social media and the VAC Web site.   



The program has been an all-round success.  Veterans enjoy passing on their experiences; 
members are keenly interested in learning about them; and wider audiences are reached through 
the Chapter’s and Veterans Affairs’ Web sites.  To date, presentations have covered UNYOM 
Yemen 1960-1961; East Timor 2001-2002; and Bosnia 1995-1996. 

These presentations have certainly injected new life into our monthly meetings and participation 
is increasing as a result.  Why not try it in your Chapter? 

Submitted by:  Wayne MacCulloch CD 

CAVUNP Veteran Gilles Beaudoin Awarded a Quilt of Valor 

On 7 December 2021, Veteran Gilles 
Beaudoin of the Colonel John Gardam 
Chapter (Ottawa) was presented with a 
Quilt of Valor.  In the accompanying 
photos, Gilles sports his quilt, 
surrounded by family members. 

A Quilt of Valor® (QOV) is a quality, 
handmade quilt that is machine or hand 
quilted. It is awarded to a Service 
Member or Veteran who has been 
touched by war.  The Quilt says 
unequivocally, “Thank you for your 
service and sacrifice in serving our 

nation.”  To qualify for the term Quilt of Valor, Quilts of Valor or QOV, the quilt must be a 
specific size, must have a label with required information, it must be awarded (it is not a gift) 
and it must be recorded.  

The Quilt of Valor® Foundation appreciates the service and sacrifice of those who are serving or 
have served in the Armed Forces and protect our freedoms. In 2003, Catherine Roberts, the 
QOVF Founder, created the concepts that underpin the QOVF mission statement: “To cover 
Service Members and Veterans touched by war with comforting and healing Quilts of 
Valor.” 

A major milestone for Quilts of Valor is fast approaching. With over 295,000 awards 
completed, the Foundation expects to pass the 300,000 mark early in 2022.  Plans to mark the 
300,000th award are in progress and there will be a weekly countdown of awards on the 
Foundation’s Web page so anyone can keep a close eye on its pending arrival.  

 



MAJOR (RET’D) KERRY MOULD 

Major (Ret’d) Kerry Mould Kerry Mould always dreamed of serving in a United Nations 
mission. Twelve years after he first enlisted, he finally got his chance. He went on to serve in 
peacekeeping missions in East Timor and the Golan Heights. East Timor the Golan Heights 
Ottawa, Ontario S h a r e: Search veterans.gc.ca Joined 1989 Postings Goose Bay, NL 
Winnipeg, MB Trenton, ON Ottawa, ON Deployments 2001-02: East Timor 2003-04: The 
Golan Heights After joining the Canadian Armed Forces in 1989, Kerry Mould completed his 
basic training in Chilliwack, British Columbia and went on to serve as a construction 
engineer.  He followed in the footsteps of his grandfather, who served in the same role during 
the Second World War. His grandfather helped build the Alaska Highway and airfields across 
Canada and Alaska. Over the next decade, Kerry Mould was posted to engineering sections 
across the country, including places like Goose Bay, Labrador, and Winnipeg, Manitoba. I don't 
really care what mission to go on, I just want to go on a mission. Despite his many postings to 
Canadian Forces Bases across Canada, Mould always dreamed of serving internationally on a 
United Nations (UN) Mission. “The actual section that arranges for all the deployments of 
personnel from the Air Force to UN missions was one floor down from where I worked, ” 
Mould says. “So I went down and badgered the guys and said, you know, I really want to go, I 
don't really care what mission to go on, I just want to go on a mission.” Mould (top row, 2nd 
from left) and other members of the information section in East Timor. After completing the 
UN military observers’ course at CFB Kingston, Mould was placed on a contingency standby 
list for UN missions. In early 2001, he finally got his chance, learning he would deploy to East 
Timor as part of ongoing peacekeeping efforts in the country. “I was excited.  It was something 
that I had worked through my whole career towards, at that point, I'd been in the military about 
12 years, Mould says. Mould and two other Canadians were part of the second and last rotation 
of Canadian staff officers in East Timor from October 2001 until March 2002. There, he worked 
in the mission headquarters, which was responsible for commanding all the peacekeeping forces 
within the country. Originally, Mould thought he was going to work as a construction engineer 
during that mission. But when he arrived, he was told that position had been filled and was 
assigned to the information section. You don't realize it when you come from a wealthy first 
world country, how much you take for granted. At the time, East Timor had recently gained its 
independence. Mould was assigned to create a handbook that described the current political 
parties, their positions and bases of support for the UN, non-governmental organizations 
(NGOs) and aid organizations working in the country. So, I got an opportunity to travel and go 
and visit with multiple leaders,” Mould says. “It was a fascinating experience.” Mould also 
gathered intelligence on day-to-day events in the country and briefed military commanders, 
NGOs and aid organizations with the UN mission. “I left in March of 2002,” Mould says. “It's a 
very difficult thing to build a country from the ground up. And I saw that firsthand. There was a 



long road ahead of East Timor. You don't realize it when you come from a wealthy first world 
country, how much you take for granted.” In 2003 Kerry Mould spent a year deployed to the 
Golan Heights in Syria before returning to CFB Trenton. After a 20-year military career, Mould 
retired in 2009 while working as a level one engineer for the Vice-Chief of the Defence Staff in 
Ottawa. Since then, he has been recognized for his work with the Canadian Association of 
Veterans of United Nations Peacekeeping (CAVUNP). He received the Minister of Veterans 
Affairs Commendation for his work with CAVUNP’ s John Gardam chapter, including the 
annual commemorative event held at Reconciliation: The Peacekeeping Monument on National 
Peacekeepers’ Day in Ottawa. With courage, integrity and loyalty, Kerry Mould has left his 
mark. Discover more stories. You can also listen to his podcast episode. Related profiles People 
and stories main page Sergeant (Ret’d) Cole Rosentreter Cole Rosentreter has never been afraid 
to jump in with both feet. Sergeant (Ret’d) Geneviève Gauthier While her friends were 
watching film like Dirty Dancing, Geneviève Gauthie preferred to watch Full Metal Jacket o 
other war films. Date modified: 2021-08-1 

CANADA’S NATIONAL PEACEKEEPING MONUMENT – “THE RECONCILIATION” 

 

Early Days and 
Monument Symbology 

 The award of the 
Nobel Prize for Peace to all 
serving and former 
Peacekeepers worldwide in 
1988 focused Canadian 
attention on our nation’s 
sterling support of the 
concept since its inception, 
but the question arose, 
“How should Canada 
commemorate this 
service?”  The National 

War Memorial seemed unfitting, dedicated as it is to the heroic actions and sacrifices of our 
warriors, whose objectives and service were very different from Peacekeepers.   

 

 Federal Government discussions were held on the issue between July and December 
1988, with the Minister of National Defence announcing on 9 December 1988 that a monument 



dedicated to Canadian Forces members that had served on Peacekeeping duties would be 
erected in Ottawa, but this was envisioned as a rather small affair on current DND property.  It 
was quickly realized that a much larger venue was required and several other stakeholders 
joined the effort.  A Department of National Defence (DND) Project Steering Committee was 
established on 19 January 1989 and held its first meeting on 1 June 1989.  The path to joint 
National Capital Commission (NCC)/DND site selection process started 11 days later, 
concluding with NCC approval of the Sussex Drive site selection on 11 January 1990. 

 Recognizing the monument's dual role as public art and as urban design, the committee 
invited five sculptors and five urban designers to form design teams drawn from practices and 
studios throughout Canada.  A five-person jury was selected (consisting of Lt.-Gen. David 
Huddleston, Deputy Chief of the Defence Staff; Alan Gowans, architectural historian; Eleanor 
Rose Milne, Dominion Sculptress of Canada; Moshe Safdie, architect; and Peter Jacobs, 
landscape architect) to adjudicate the entrants, who had four months in which to register their 
interest, attend on-site briefings, and submit their initial models and design concepts. The 
winning team was to receive a fee of $ 175,000. Work on site was intended to commence in 
September 1991, with the sculpture installed in August 1992. Dedication of the monument was 
planned for September 1992. 

 The Competition Guidelines, as framed by the inter-departmental committee, made it 
clear 

that the guiding spirit of the monument was to be a "tribute to the living, not a memorial to the 

dead": 

“The intent of the Monument is to recognize and celebrate through 
artistic, inspirational and tangible form Canada's past and present 
peacekeeping role in the world.  In that sense it will represent a 
fundamental Canadian value:  no missionary zeal to impose our way of 
life on others but an acceptance of the responsibility to assist them in 
determining their own futures by ensuring a non-violent climate in which 
to do so.  The Monument will appeal to those who seek a literal message 
and to those who are receptive to a more symbolic statement.” 

 In phrasing the designer's brief, the authors of the Guidelines recognized the difficulty in 

reaching consensus in a pluralistic society and appreciated the 'low priority' usually given to the 
aesthetic and symbolic dimensions of public space.  This explains the careful wording of the 
eight principles they devised to guide the invited competitors.  Of overriding importance was a 
requirement that the monument "include literal images and words" that would clearly explain 
the activities it commemorated.  Any symbolic language had to be intelligible to a broad 



spectrum of the population "so that past and present members of the peacekeeping forces, as 
well as the general public, are able to understand and identify with [its] underlying ideals and 
values."  These conditions would have an important influence on the eventual outcome of the 
competition. 

 The monument also had to function as a public and ceremonial place that would 
encourage social interaction and accommodate formal events.  In this capacity its proposed 
location was particularly appropriate.  Sandwiched between two major thoroughfares, Sussex 
Drive and Mackenzie Avenue, the site for the proposed monument lay at the heart of a bold 
urban development scheme that included the new National Gallery of Canada, 200 metres to the 
north-west, and the site of the proposed Embassy of the United States of America, 50 metres to 
the south.  Here, then, lay an opportunity to create a large urban 'room' that would relate to these 
prestigious buildings and to the open land of Major's Hill Park, with its important sightlines to 
Parliament Hill, the Peace Tower, and other state buildings to the immediate west.  In detailing 
these urban markers, the commissioners sought to replicate the symbolic and architectural 
properties of the National War Memorial, which is situated some 300 metres to the south of the 
space set aside for the Peacekeeping Monument. 

 Guidelines for the design competition were finalized on 8 March 1990, and on 25 May 
1990 these guidelines were issued to the design teams invited to compete.  Urban designers 
from across Canada met in Ottawa in July 1989 to be briefed on the competition guidelines and 
to inspect the site. Deadline for the submission of proposals was 12 October 1990, and eight 
submissions were received from teams across the country, with the jury delivering its decision 
on 23 October 1990. 

 On 8 November 1990, the Minister of National Defence announced the winning team.  
The Reconciliation was designed by sculptor Jack K. Harman, architect and urban designer 
Richard G Henriquez, and landscape architect Cornelia Hahn Oberlander.  Their winning 
design, entitled "The Reconciliation", commemorates Canada's commitment to Peacekeeping; 
represents the history of Peacekeeping: and provides a stage for events and ceremonies related 
to Peacekeeping efforts.  The design has a number of elements, including a corridor of concrete 
and steel debris inside two solid granite walls upon which are mounted a trio of bronze cast 
figures.  Set to one side of the monument is a grove of 12 oak trees arranged around an ovoid 
mound adjacent to which is a semi-circular ceremonial space. 

 Colonel John Gardam, OMM, CD, Monument Project Director, expanded on this 
message in his Peacekeeping Monument Project Final Report: 

 



“The monument consists of two converging limestone walls, 
representative of the opposing factions.  Between these walls, lies the 
debris of war modeled on the Green Line in Nicosia. Three cast bronze 
figures, representing the peacekeepers, stand on the elevated point where 
the walls meet.  Above the conflict, they oversee the reconciliation of 
those at war.  Wildflowers within the ruined area symbolize renewal and 
hope for the future.  

“Beyond, a "sacred grove" of twelve oak trees has been planted; the grove 
reminds us of the peacekeepers from the 10 provinces and 2 territories 
who have served over the past 40 years and symbolizes our hope for 
peace.  Three bronze statues are located on the walls:  the first is a female 
communicator in recognition of the role which Canadians often play on 
peacekeeping missions; the second, is a United Nations Military Observer, 
an officer wearing the traditional blue beret; the third is a sentry who 
carries a rifle as a reminder that peacekeeping is often a precarious and 
difficult job.” 

 The monument has considerable impact as a visitor follows a pathway through the site. 
The corridor is best viewed from the south-east, where the eye is drawn into the cleft by a 
pattern of floor tiles (modelled on the Green Line bisecting Nicosia, the capital of Cyprus) that 
meander around the chunks of battered concrete littering the corridor floor.  Approaching the 
apex of the two walls that form the sides of the corridor, one becomes aware of the large cast 
bronze figures 

dominating the skyline.  Two fissures in the corridor walls open out to reveal the ceremonial 
space on the right and glimpses of the oak grove in the east.  In contrast with the pale stonework 
of the walls, the three figures form striking silhouettes which, upon close scrutiny, reveal 
themselves as three soldiers, rather exposed as they scan the spaces on either side of the pointed 
monument.  At the apex of the monument, there are two inscriptions - "Reconciliation" and "At 
the Service of Peace/Au Service de la Paix."  One of the side walls is inscribed with the names 
of all locations where Canadians have served in a Peacekeeping role, from United Nations in 
Korea (1947) to the present.   

 Although the grove of trees is integral to the monument, it is easy to overlook.  
Consisting of 12 trees - oak was selected for its longevity - the number is meant to represent the 
ten provinces and the then two territories of Canada in 1990.  The grove is an attempt to 
recognize the national spectrum from which Canadian peacekeeping forces are drawn, and the 
semi-circular bench surrounding three sides of the grove provides the opportunity to reflect on 
lives lost and damaged with its encompassing inscription, “Their name live for evermore.” 



As public art, the monument has two very different profiles.  Approached from the north 
via the Hull-Ottawa Road the three figures and the reflective surface of the apex dominate the 
scene: from the south, the primary sensation is of two distinctive spaces:  an enclosed corridor 
and a ceremonial open area. 
 

Monument Construction 

 Although the DND received approval for the $2.8M project from Treasury Board on 3 
May 1990, further land transfer activity was required before actual monument construction 
could start.  The agreement between the NCC and DND for the transfer was signed on 5 April 
1991, with final approval of the transaction occurring later that summer. 

 Construction contracts were awarded to the general contractor, V.K. Mason, in 
September 1991, with on-site work commencing the following month.  Though significantly 
impacted by adverse weather conditions, site preparation was complete by the end of 
November, and the installation of site services and concrete structures was finished in February 
1992.  Winter work, consisting mostly of stone masonry, concluded in May.  From there, the 
final landscaping and site work proceeded for a further year. 

 The concurrent creation of the statues defined the critical path of the project.  The initial 
scale models of the statues were revised as requested in March 1991, and the 90-cm-high new 
maquettes were inspected and approved in June.  From these, 3-metre-high clay models were 
developed prior to the casting of the final bronze statues.  Casting was completed in September 
1992, and the statues were mated to the monument walls on 1 October 1992. 

 The final activities were the dedication ceremony and television special program which 
occurred on 8 October 1992.  The Reviewing Officer was His Excellency Governor General 
Ray Hnatyshyn PC, CC, CMM, CD, QC, FRHSC (hon), accompanied by the Prime Minister of 
Canada, the Right Honorable Steven Harper, PC, QC.  Among the many other dignitaries 
present was Colonel John Gardam, OMM, CD, Project Director for the entire effort. 

Current Situation 

 Today, The Reconciliation remains largely unchanged from the dedication ceremony, 
with only minor maintenance performed on the ceremonial open area, and the occasional 
addition of a new inscription of a Peacekeeping mission on the mission wall.  Annually, on the 
Sunday nearest National Peacekeepers’ Day, the Colonel John Gardam Chapter (Ottawa) plans 
and conducts the national commemoration ceremony, attended by senior military and RCMP 
officers, dignitaries from the Federal Government and the diplomatic corps, and the public.  The 
contingents on parade represent Peacekeeping Veterans, the Canadian Armed Forces, and the 



police services.  In addition, on occasion, a special event is organized at the request of Global 
Affairs Canada on behalf of a visiting Head of State. 

 The monument itself quietly changed hands in 2021, being transferred from DND to 
Heritage Canada without informing other key stakeholders, such as CAVUNP, CPVA and the 
RCMP Veterans Association.  This changeover has stalled Chapter efforts to engage the Federal 
Government to renovate and update “The Reconciliation” in a similar fashion to the two 
renovations performed on the National War Memorial since 1992. 

 The passage of time has had its harmful effects on the monument.  The walking surfaces 
have cracked and shifted, and repairs do not match the pre-existing stonework, either in colour 
or in texture.  Several inscriptions on the wall were made with incorrect information, and 
corrections have made the amended inscriptions very difficult to read.  And last, but certainly 
not least, a whole segment of the Peacekeeper community has been overlooked, which should 
be corrected with dispatch. 

Police Involvement in Peacekeeping 

 Canada has deployed police officers to peace missions around the world since 1989. 
More than 4,000 Canadian police officers have participated in 66 international peace and 
stabilization missions in over 33 countries since 1989. Past deployments since 2012 include: 
Afghanistan, Cambodia, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Guatemala, Côte d'Ivoire, 
Kosovo, Kyrgyz Republic, Philippines, South Sudan, Sudan and the UN Special Tribunal for 
Lebanon. 

  Deployed Canadian police support institutional reforms, the re-establishment of the 
rule of law, and the consolidation of peace among other activities.  Supporting the development 
of professional policing services around the world creates a safer and more stable global 
environment. Canadian police, in cooperation with international partners such as the United 
Nations and the European Union, or bilaterally with a host country, pave the way for this long-
term development. 

 The International Police Peacekeeping and Peace Operations (IPP) Program deploys 
Canadian police officers from police services across Canada to United Nations peace operations 
and other stabilization efforts around the world. The Program is administered under the 
Canadian Police Arrangement (CPA) which is a partnership between Global Affairs Canada 
(GAC), Public Safety Canada and the Royal Canadian Mounted Police (RCMP).  In March 
2021, the IPP Program was renewed for five years, until 2026. 

 



 Canada recently started deploying police to the Democratic Republic of the Congo to 
form a specialized police team on sexual and gender-based violence. The IPP continues to 
explore opportunities to contribute to other UN missions. 

 Deployed police officers also improve domestic security in Canada by gaining experience 
in leadership and mentoring roles, as well as greater cultural awareness. When they return to 
Canada, their experience can help strengthen relationships in their home communities. 

 Canada’s Police Peacekeepers are all volunteers and, for multilateral missions, are 
selected for service through international competitions. The IPP draws on officers from the 
RCMP and more than 30 other provincial, regional, municipal and First Nation police services 
across the country. 

 Police Peacekeepers are justly proud of their service and accomplishments overseas.  
These Veterans regularly travel from southeast Ontario and Quebec City to Ottawa to 
commemorate National Peacekeepers’ Day in Ottawa with their military confrères. 

The ‘Missing Peacekeeper’ 

 Sadly, The Reconciliation does not reflect police contributions to Peacekeeping efforts.  
There is neither inscription nor symbol to this service, despite the large number of Veterans, 
their long-standing participation on such missions, and the two deaths that occurred on 
MINUSTAH in Haiti during its massive earthquake in 2010. 

 On 11 August 2013, the CAVUNP National President broached the idea of adding a 
fourth statue to the monument, to represent Police Peacekeepers, to the Federal Government at 
the National Peacekeepers’ Day Ceremony in Ottawa.  Parm Gill, the Conservative Member of 
Parliament, who was representing Minister of Veterans Affairs Julian Fantino, stated that the 
Government was receptive to adding a police figure according to the Ottawa Citizen; however, 
no talks or action ever ensued. 

 CAVUNP continued to raise the issue with Veterans Affairs Canada officials, most 
recently in a letter from CAVUNP National President Rick Wright to both the Minister of 
National Defence Harjit Singh (monument ‘owner’) and Minister of Veterans Affairs Lawrence 
MacAuley (recognition and commemoration) on 8 March 2020.  No formal reply from either 
Department was ever received, but in the meantime CAVUNP has partnered with the RCMP 
Veterans Association to further define the desired monument modifications.  For example:  
What should the statue’s gender and pose be?  What uniform should be worn by it?  Where 
should it be placed in relation to the three existing figures and other elements of the monument?  
The two associations have agreed that the RCMP Veterans Association should have the lead in 
answering these questions, given its contacts with other police services and Police 
Peacekeepers, and answers are currently being developed. 



The Future 

 The initial plan called for the monument modifications to be completed prior to 
Peacekeepers’ Day in 2023, when the 75th anniversary of Canadian involvement in UN 
Peacekeeping will be commemorated; however, Government inaction to date has made 
attainment of this goal unachievable.  It is estimated that cost considerations and project 
complexity will require at least five years of effort. 

 As for the current deplorable condition of the monument, one Public Services and 
Procurement Canada (PSPC) official indicated that considerable maintenance work would be 
undertaken in 2022, possibly ruling out any ceremonies this year, including National 
Peacekeepers’ Day in Ottawa.  As the scope of this work, its budget and its schedule continue to 
be undisclosed, the goal of this project similarly remains a mystery.  It is unclear whether the 
mission wall errors will be corrected, as this would require refacing the entire wall, re-
inscribing existing missions and adding missing ones – a relatively costly activity – and it is 
highly unlikely that any thought was given to installing the missing Peacekeeper. 

 Despite the above uncertainties, the Colonel John Gardam Chapter (Ottawa) is planning 
the 2022 observance modeled on the highly successful 2021 observance.  Why not join us at 
10:30 a.m. on Sunday, 7 August 2022?  The Veterans at The Reconciliation would be happy to 
welcome you to the event at 424 Sussex Drive, Ottawa, and host you at the reception following 
the ceremony! 

CALGARY CHAPTER 

On Sunday May 1st, 2022, Rick Wright, National 
President of CAVUNP, presented a Quilt of Valor 
to Rod Parker. Rod is a Life Member of CAVUNP 
and an active member of the Calgary Chapter.  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

IN MEMORY 
 

 
Ronald Boyd Young 

08 April 1944 – 10 February 2022 
Ronald was a Member of the Canadian Association of Veterans in United Nations 
Peacekeeping and was a member of the Tpr Mark A. Wilson Chapter, London, Ontario. Ronald 
joined the Canadian Armed Forces in October 1961 and was affiliated with the Royal Canadian 
Regiment and served until his retirement in October 1969. 

He served a United Nations Mission with United Nations Forces in Cyprus (UNFICYP) with 
the Regiment. 

May He Rest in Peace 

AT THE GOING DOWN OF THE SUN AND IN THE MORNING, WE WILL REMEMBER THEM 
 

 

 

 

IN MEMORY 
 

 

23 novembre 1947  –  1septembre 2021 
 

Paul-Étienne Morin était un vétéran avec 27 années de 
service des Forces canadiennes. Natif de St-Joseph-de-la-Rivière 
Bleu dans le Témiscouata.Il s’est enrôlé le 5 octobre 1965. 
Suivant sa formation de base il est muté au 3e R22eR à 
Valcartier.En 1967, il est muté au 1er Bataillon du Royal 22e Régiment 



et quitte le Canada en direction de Werl en Allemagne, il y demeure 2 ans avant de participer au déménagement 
de l’unité plus au sud en direction de Lahr, ou il s’établit jusqu’en 1971. À son retour au pays, il est muté au 
3eR22eR 

En 1973, l’Adj Morin prendra part à sa première mission des Nations Unies sur l’île de Chypre avec le 3 
R22eR. À son retour au pays, il demeure à l’unité. Au mois d’août 1975, il est détaché au 73e Escadron de 
signaleurs et c’est avec cette unité qu’il participera à sa seconde mission des Casques bleus, cette fois à Ismaïlia, 
en Égypte, d’octobre 1975 à avril 1976. 

Au mois de novembre 1977, il est muté à l’École des recrues de St-Jean-sur-Richelieu et y passe les quatre 
années suivantes à titre d’instructeur. Puis, le 1er juillet 1981, il est de retour à Valcartier et muté au 3 R22eR 
pour une période de trois ans. 

Le 16 juillet 1984, il est muté à Gagetown, au Nouveau-Brunswick, à l’École d’infanterie, et y passe quatre 
années. À la fin de sa mutation, le 15 août 1988, il est transféré à titre de personnel de soutien de la Force de 
réserve (PSFR) à Sherbrooke. Après encore quatre années dans cette fonction, il est de nouveau muté à St-Jean-
sur-Richelieu, pour sa dernière mutation, cette fois à titre d’instructeur à l’École des langues. 

L’Adj Morin prendra sa retraite des Forces armées canadiennes le 30 juillet 1993, après 27 années de services. 

Il était membre de la Succursale Major-général Alain R. Forand de l’Association des vétérans des Forces 
de paix des Nations-Unies (ACVFPNU) pour plus de 11 ans et membre de la l’association des vétérans 
R22eR St-Jean-sur-Richelieu.  

Il était récipiendaire des médailles suivantes: Médaille du service spéciale (Allemagne), Médaille canadienne du 
maintien de la paix,  Médaille de la Force des Nations Unies à Chypre, Force d'urgence des Nations Unies au 
Moyen-Orient À Ismaïlia et laMédaille de la Décorations des Forces canadiennes.  

Il est décédé le 1septembre 2021, à St-Jean-sur-Richelieu. QC à l’âge de 73 ans. 

Fier de Servir…..Fier d’Avoir Servi. Qu’il repose en Paix. 

 

 

 

IN MEMORY 
 

 
Jean (John) Charles Catellier 

29 February 1941 –16 December 2021 
Jean was a Member of the Canadian Association of Veterans in United Nations Peacekeeping 
and was a member of the LGen R.R. Crabbe Chapter, Winnipeg, Manitoba. 



Jean joined the Canadian Armed Forces in January 1962 and was affiliated with the Queen’s 
Own Rifles.  He served until his release in February 1968. 

Jean served a United Nations Mission with United Nations Forces in Cyprus (UNFICYP). 

Jean was an avid enthusiast with vintage military vehicles, especially United Nation vehicles 
which he would display proudly. 

May He Rest in Peace 

AT THE GOING DOWN OF THE SUN AND IN THE MORNING, WE WILL REMEMBER THEM 
 

 

 

 

IN MEMORY 
 

 
Roderick “Roy” Joseph MacNeil, CD 
05 November 1935 – 12 March 2022 

Roderick was a Member of the Canadian Association of Veterans in United Nations 
Peacekeeping and was a member of the MGen Lewis MacKenzie Chapter, Sydney, Nova 
Scotia. 

Roderick joined the Canadian Armed Forces in April 1955 and was affiliated with the Royal 
Canadian Corps of Signals and served until his retirement in October 1991. 

He served a United Nations Mission with United Nations Emergency Forces (UNEF I) in Egypt 
during the period June 1979 to October 1979 and with United Nations Emergency Forces 
(UNEF II) during the period December 1986 to December 1987. 

Roderick was also a member of the Royal Canadian Corps of Signals Association, and he was a 
member and Past President of the Royal Canadian Legion Grandona Branch 08-124, Iona, Nova 
Scotia.  He was also Past Grand Knight of Knights of Columbus Council 13734. 

May He Rest in Peace 

AT THE GOING DOWN OF THE SUN AND IN THE MORNING, WE WILL REMEMBER THEM 
 

 



 

 

 

IN MEMORY 
 

 
Donald G. Strachan 

28 November 1943 – 19 March 2022 
 

Donald (Don) G. Strachan was a Member of the Canadian Association of Veterans in United 
Nations Peacekeeping and was a member of the Calgary Chapter, Calgary, Alberta. 

Don joined the Canadian Armed Forces in May 1963 and served until his retirement in March 
1972. 

Don served a United Nations Mission with United Nations Forces in Cyprus (UNFICYP) 
during the period May 1968 to October 1968. 

May He Rest in Peace 

AT THE GOING DOWN OF THE SUN AND IN THE MORNING, WE WILL REMEMBER THEM 
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